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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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I) ^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 March 2004 . 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 02 March 2004 is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 and 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Evans (US 5,973,915). 

[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1, Evans discloses an electronic image pickup apparatus 
comprising: a main cabinet service as a handle portion (figure 12, Item 15); a display 
cabinet having a monitor and attached to the main cabinet as overlapping with the main 
cabinet (Figure 12, Item 9); a lens provided in the main cabinet for picking up an image 
(Figure 12, Item 18 and 110; Figure 13, Item 113; c. 5, II. 50-61) the main cabinet and 
the display cabinet being pivotal within a plane generally perpendicular to an optical axis 
of the lens with one end of the main cabinet being connected to one end of the display 
cabinet (e.g. Figure 13) and a lock device provided between the main cabinet and the 
display cabinet for holding the display cabinet at a position with respect to the main 
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cabinet (Figure 2; Figure 7, Items 58 and 60; c. 4, II. 29-37). 
[claim 3] 

Regarding claim 3, Evans discloses an electronic image pickup apparatus 
wherein the optical axis of the lens is aligned with the pivotal center axis of the display 
cabinet (Figures 12 and 13, Items 18 and 113), wherein the image pickup device is 
located behind the lens (Figure 12, Item 1 10; c. 5, 1. 50 - c. 6, 1. 26; The examiner notes 
that Evans discloses a camera module including a CCD with a lens at the front of the 
imaging module, therefore the image pickup device must inherently be behind the lens 
as claimed), 
[claim 4] 

Regarding claim 4, Evans discloses an operation switch provided on the main 
cabinet within reach of a finger of a hand holding the main cabinet (Figure 1B, Item 12; 
Figure 12; c. 6, II. 44-55). 
[claim 5] 

Regarding claim 5, Evans discloses an operation switch provided on a proximal 
portion of the display cabinet (Figure 12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Evans 
(US 5,973,915) in view of Shibata et al. (US 2001/0004269). 

[claim 2] 

Regarding claim 2, Evans discloses a display cabinet, but does not disclose a 
display cabinet having a proximal portion with a pivot center axis and a free end portion 
pivotal with respect to the proximal portion about a pivotal support shaft wherein the 
monitor is provided on the free end. 

Shibata discloses a portable electronic image pickup apparatus in which a 
display and main cabinet portion are pivotal with respect to each other wherein the 
display portion includes a proximal portion, pivotal support shaft and free end including 
a display (Figure 3, Items 31 , 32, 20 and 21). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a display 
portion as taught by Shibata in the device of Evans to allow more options for positioning 
the display portion with respect to the main cabinet portion by allowing the display to 
pivot on a second axis. 

6. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Evans 
(US 5,973,915). 

[claim 6] 

Regarding claim 6, Evans discloses a keypad placed on a longitudinal end 
portion of the main cabinet (Figure 1A, Item 12) for controlling the camera (c. 6, II. 44- 
55), but does not explicitly disclose a recording start button as claimed. Official Notice 



Application/Control Number: 10/790,210 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2622 

is taken that camera devices including recording start buttons are notoriously well 
known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a recording start button as claimed in 
the keypad of Evans to allow a user to select when to begin a recording operation. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims^and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims, 
[claims 6 and 7] 

Regarding claims^ and 7, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest an 
electronic image pickup apparatus including a main cabinet and a display cabinet which 
are pivotal within a plane generally perpendicular to an optical axis of a camera 
provided on either the main cabinet or the display cabinet wherein the optical axis of the 
lens of the camera is aligned with the center axis of the display cabinet and wherein the 
image pickup device is supported so as to be pivotal unitarily with the display cabinet as 
claimed. While it is known in the prior art to include cameras on a display cabinet which 
is pivotal with respect to a main cabinet, the prior art does not teach a camera pivotal 
unitarily with a display cabinet in which the optical axis of the lens is aligned with the 
pivot center axis of the display cabinet. 



Conclusion 
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8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

i. Kangetal. US 7,146,197 

ii. Morietal. JP 2002-135380 

iii. Isashi US 5,719,799 

iv. Ichiyoshi et al. US 5,043,822 

v. Minamide US D502.932 

vi. SanGiovanni US 6,850,784 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 1 1-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 




UN YE 

PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TJH 

3/30/2007 



